
Sew What?: The Ally Stitches Challenge

Wednesday March 8th, 2023 marks International Women’s Day. On that day, Revolution Now is
offering a year long challenge to students ages 4-18 to sew an original accessory or piece of
clothing that creatively represents this year’s theme #EmbraceEquity.

Students of all genders are encouraged to participate in this challenge. We hope that it will help
foster year-long conversations about the vast lived experiences of many women, of many ages



and identities, throughout the world. We also welcome students to work in partnerships or small
teams to think about, design and create their pieces.

There will be two deadlines for submission for this contest:
1. Friday June 2nd, 2023 - Items submitted prior to this date will be auctioned off at a

2SLGBTQ+ Pride event.
2. Friday December 22nd, 2023 - Items submitted prior to this date will be auctioned off at

the 3rd Annual Revolution Now party in early 2024.

All pieces that are submitted in 2023 will be photographed and shared as part of a part of social
media campaign to #EmbraceEquity. There will be an online vote to determine the top five
submissions. Then, a panel of five amazing and accomplished women will determine the winner
based on technical skill in sewing together multiple reused fabrics and creative representation of
the theme #EmbraceEquity. The winning submission will receive a $1000 (CDN) cash prize. The
money raised through the auction will go to fund the cash prize. If there is additional money
raised, it will be donated to the Revolution Now Black Scholarship Fund.

Submission Rules:
1. Each person participating may only submit one entry into the competition.
2. Each submission must be sewn together by using multiple reused fabrics.
3. Sewing can be done by hand or by machine.
4. Names of all contributors must be clearly stated on the application.
5. Submissions will be accepted from any country in the world.
6. Sewn submissions with their written applications must be received by the team at

Revolution Now prior to December 22, 2023 to be considered for the cash prize.
7. Each person participating in this contest needs to be between the ages of 4-18 between

March 8th - December 22nd, 2023.

This contest is in memory of Lieutenant-Colonel Susan Beharriell who was an Intelligence
officer and pioneer for women in the Canadian Forces. She was among the first Canadian
women to undergo the same officer training as men. She received the US Meritorious Service
Medal, the Special Service Medal for service to NATO, the Canadian Decoration with 2 bars, and
the Queen's Diamond Jubilee Medal, and was an Officer of the Order of Military Merit.
Additionally, she was a devout environmentalist and committed to teaching young people about
civic engagement. This contest honours her personal creed “nothing ventured, nothing
gained.”

Application Process:
1. Email us at info@revolution-now.ca to indicate your interest in applying. Please

include your full name (first and last), age, parent or guardian name and their
phone number.

2. Once you have received a confirmation email, we will send you a mailing address
for your submission and formal application paperwork to be sent in with your
submission.
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